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Gretna United  
Methodist Church 

11457 South 204th Street 
P.O. Box 96 
Gretna, Nebraska  68028 

Sunday Worship 

9:30 Family Worship 
10:30 Fellowship Time 
10:45-11:45 Church School 

Office Hours 

Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. 
8:30 am –2:30 pm 

Clergy 
Pastor Mark Holland 

Church Office:  
(402) 332-3213 
Fax: (402) 332-2547 
Parsonage: (402) 916-9455 
Pastor Mark’s Cell Phone:  
(402) 880-7011 
E-mail:  
office@gretnaumc.com 
Internet Site: 
www.gretnaumc.com 
www.omahadistrictumc.org 

Staff 

Office Administrator:  

 Cindy Keiser 

Accompanist:  
Paul Parker 

If you’re searching for  
something to believe in or  
belong to, you’re not alone. 
Our hearts, our minds and 
our doors are always open… 
The People of the United  
Methodist ChurchTM 

  Equal Exchange/Fair Trade Mission  
 
Now is the time to plan for giving gift baskets for the Holidays to 
your coffee/tea/chocolate loving friend /family. There will be 2 
more orders going in – November 1st and December 1st-before 
Christmas.  Order your coffee, tea, or chocolate items ASAP.  
If you need ideas for baskets, see Jan Verbeek. 
 This is a gift that “keeps on giving” – you help the low income 
farmer and delight your family and friends.  Thank you for your 
support on our mission! 

Mitten Tree is Here!!  Check it out…. 
 

The Mitten Tree is here! Check it out in the narthex 
and bring along warm decorations of mittens, gloves, 
scarves, and even socks too! 
Donated items will be delivered to Together Inc.  
Deadline is November 9th.  

 

Annual   Everyone 
Charge    is 
Conference  Encouraged 
 7 p.m.    to Attend!! 
November 11,   
    2008 

 

Good News!  Good News! 
It is good news that on October 3rd a tax law was passed that allows persons aged 70 
½ and older to gift money from an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) to the 
church without having to include it in gross taxable income. 
Brief summary of requirements: 
Only good for 2008 and 2009 (unless extended)       Must be age 70 ½ 
Only from traditional IRA’s   Applies to RMD for the year 
Limit is $100,000 per year 
Reasons to do it: 

Receive benefit of charitable deduction without itemizing 
High income person – may reduce stealth taxes and AMT 
High income person – may reduce the Medicare part B premium 
May reduce taxable social security 
May increase medical expense deduction 
Low income person – may increase homestead exemption 
Opportunity to make a large gift to charity from retirement funds prior to death 

– save estate, inheritance and income taxes 
Opportunity to get rid of a small IRA 

Doesn’t that make for “Easy Giving?” 
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Reminder…  Book Discussion 
Group will meet on November 6th 

at 7 p.m.  This time 
the book is called 
“Two from Galilee”.  
Any questions  
contact  Michael Ray 
916-9179 

 

 

Having Thankful Hearts 
 

It is the first of November and the combines are rolling. Gardens are yielding their last 
fruits for harvest. We gather in the gleanings of summer before winter sets in, and as we 
do so, we follow the tradition of generations and give thanks.  
 
This year it may be harder for some to give thanks. We have witnessed many challenges 
in the past months to our economic, political, and social systems. Many of us have been 
hurt by the dramatic decline on Wall Street, and we have seen our investments and nest 
eggs evaporate. 
 
Perhaps now more than ever we need to pause and count our blessings. If we have food in 
the refrigerator, clothes on our back, a roof overhead and a place to sleep ... we are richer 
than 75 percent of the people in our world.  If we have money in the bank, cash in our 
wallet and spare change in a dish someplace ... we are among the top 8 percent of the 
earth's wealthiest people. If we awakened this morning with more health than illness ... 
we are more fortunate than the million who will not live through this week. If we have 
never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of 
torture or the pangs of starvation ... we are ahead of 500 million people in the world. 
These thoughts make us look a lot less hard up than we think. 
 
Saint Paul, in writing to the young pastor Timothy, gave some good advice: 

“But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the 
world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we 
will be content with that (1 Timothy 6:6-8).” 

It didn’t take much to keep Paul thankful and happy. 
 
Perhaps our recent run on prosperity has spoiled us a little. It may be that this present 
situation is a needed time of correction for all of us. Humility can be a good thing. It can 
make us a grateful people. 
 
Garrison Keillor said it a bit differently in his book Lake Wobegon Days: 

“Some luck lies in not getting what you thought you wanted but getting what you 
have, which once you have it you may be smart enough to see is what you would 
have wanted if you had known.” 

I think of it another way. God doesn’t always give us what we want, but God is faithful to 
give us what we need.  Our heavenly Father never fails. With that in mind, let us have 
thankful hearts. 
 
Pastor Mark 

Advent Coming Soon…. 
 

Schedule of Advent Meals 

 
Thanksgiving Eve  - Missions 
December 3rd—S.W.A.T. 
December 10th—UMW 
December 17th—UMM 

Chancel Guild 
 
If you are interested in being on Chan-
cel Guild for the 2009 year, please call 
Carol Doolittle at 332-4145.  You will 
be assigned one month to set up for  
communion, change alter candles and 
banners, and water plants. 
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United Methodist Women 
Unit Meeting:  9 a.m. 

Thursday, November 13th  
Installation of Officers 

Sharon Osttrand ,Visitation Team 
District Officer will install 

Hostesses:  Margaret Staley &  
June Davis 

S.W.A.T. 
 

Join us Sunday Mornings 10:30 for 
Donuts and 10:45 for Sunday School... 
The Gospel According to Simpsons. 
 
Dare2Share will be February 20-
21.  Mark your calendar and talk to 
Shirley for details.  Reserve your spot 
now!!! 
 
Wanted Youth Praise Band Leader 
Interest has been shown by the Youth 
to start a praise band.  We are looking 
for someone willing to help with some 
guidance.  If you could help please   
contact Shirley at 332-5708. 
 
NO S.W.A.T. on November 26th! 
 

ANOINTED, TRANSFORMED,  
REDEEMED  

A Study of David.   
This new women's bible study will begin 

OCTOBER 28th and 29th.  
 Women have the choice of a Tuesday  

evening session (7:00 - 9:00)  
or a Wednesday morning session (9:00 - 

11:00). Childcare is available for the 
 morning session only.   

The study will run 6 weeks from  
October 28/29 to December 9/10. 

  If you would like to join us for this 
study, please contact Amy Purintun at 

332-2624 to order your book.   
The workbook cost is $18.00.  We 

would love for you to join us! 
In January we will begin our study on 

Esther. 

TEAM 4:12 - REMINDER:  Our Wednesday Night Fellowship time will NOT 
MEET during the season of Advent.  Pastor Mark reminds and encourages all 
Team 4:12  youth and families to attend the Advent suppers and services during 
the season.  November 5, 12, and 19th will be regular Team 4:12.  Beginning  
November 26, through December 31st there will NOT BE the Team 4:12  
Wednesday nights - plan to attend the Advent services.  Regular  
Wednesday activities for Team 4:12 will resume on January 7th.  Watch for the 
pizza order forms! 

THE MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP  
 CANDLE SALES are being held  from October 19th to November 

17th.  These are candles from  Heritage Falls Candle Company and are made 
from soy. Our group will get to keep 50% of their total sales, and all money 
collected will help fund the activities of our Team 4:12 (Middle School) 
kids.  With the holidays just around the corner - this is a great gift idea 

CALENDARS on sale now for 2009? :  
 Do you need a calendar for the new year?  You can get one at the 

church!  The youth of Team 4:12 are selling calendars to help support their 
ministry.  Wall calendars are available for $10, and pocket/purse calendars 
are on sale for $5.   

Rake ’n Run/
Rent-A-Youth 

 
The time is here!  
The Leaves are  
falling and small 
jobs need to be  
finished before 
the snow flies.  

Contact any S.W.A.T. Leader or Jeff  
Boyer if you are in need of help. 
Proceeds go towards the Sr. High 
Youth Missions. 

Pantry Sunday 
 
Pantry Sunday will be Sunday,  
November 2nd.  Pantry  item is 
Dried or Canned Milk.  Put your 
items either in the barrel or grocery 
cart.  It will be taken to the United 
Methodist Pantry that is housed at 
Pearl Memorial UMC in Omaha.    
 

Sarah Circle—7:30 p.m. 
November 27 
Hostess & Leader—Corliss Clark 

S.W.A.T. in Action 
Sr. High was not only busy in  
October having fun at Dickinsons 
Hayrack ride and bonfire. We 
painted for members of our  
congregation and participated in 
the “Stand Up for Poverty” 
 Mission.  Through the United 
Methodist Ministries clearing and 
putting the community gardens in 
Omaha to “bed”. 
 
It is important to us, not just to 
come and learn about God’s word, 
but to put our learning into action 
and helping others as Christ would 
want us to do.   
      Check out Ephesians 2:10 
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Reminder……….. 
 

Fellowship Breakfast,  
Sunday, November 16th , 

8:30 a.m. 
          

Come & Enjoy! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2      8:30 Adult S.S. 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Fellowship 
10:45 Sunday School 

3 
Office Closed 
7 pm Joyful Noise 
      Handbells 

4 6 a.m. Men’s Fellowship 
2 pm Prayer Time 
7 p.m. Women’s Bible 
              Study 
Office Closed 

5     Office Closed 
9am Women’s  Bible Study 
4 p.m. KHAOS 
6:30 pm S.W.A.T. 
6:30 pm Team 4:12 
7:30 choir 

6 
 
7 p.m.   Book  
     Discussion Group 

7 8 

9     8:30 Adult S.S. 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Fellowship 
10:45 Sunday School 

10 
 
7 pm Joyful Noise 
      Handbells 

116 a.m. Men’s Fellowship 
2 pm Prayer Time 
7 p.m. Women’s Bible 
            Study 
Charge Conference 

12   9am Women’s 
         Bible Study 
6:30 pm S.W.A.T. 
6:30 pm Team 4:12 
7:30 Choir 

13 9 a.m. UMW 
     Unit Meeting 
 
8 p.m. Evangelism 

14 15 

16 8:30 Adult S.S. 
8:30 Fellowship Breakfast 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Fellowship 
10:45 Sunday School 
3 p.m. Great Wall China Adopt. 

17 
 
7 pm Joyful Noise 
      Handbells 

18  6 am Men’s Fellowship 
 2 pm Prayer Time 
7pm Women’s Bible Study 
7 p.m. Trustees Mtg. 
7 p.m. Worship Meeting 
8 pm Ad Council 

19   9am Women’s  B.Study 

         4 p.m. KHAOS 
6:30 pm S.W.A.T. 
6:30 pm Team 4:12 
7:30 choir 
Newsletter Deadline 

20 
 
 

21 
 
10 a.m. Mom’s Club 

22 

23      8:30 Adult S.S. 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Fellowship 
10:45 Sunday School 

24 
 
7 pm Joyful Noise 
      Handbells 

25  6 am Men’s Fellowship 

2 pm Prayer Time 
7 p.m. Women’s Bible 
            Study 
7p.m. Worship Mtg. 

26   9am Women’s 
         Bible Study 
Thanksgiving Eve 
            Service 

27 
Happy Thanksgiving 

28 29 

30      8:30 Adult S.S. 
9:30 Worship 
10:30 Fellowship 
10:45 Sunday School 
 

      

  2008      2008 



 
  

   
   
Chancel Guild 
Hospitality/Fellowship 

Jan Spurgeon 

November & December – E,F,G,H, 
& UMW 

 

November 2 9:30  
Ushers: 
Greeters: 
Candle Lighters: 
Child Care: 

Brad & Mari Wildeman 

Dwight & Caryn Siebler 

Kacie Scharf & Michaela Owen 

  Grace Johnson/Samantha Hannigan 

  

 
 

November 9 9:30  
Ushers 
Greeters 
Candle Lighters: 
Child Care: 

Brad & Mari Wildeman 

Dwight & Caryn Siebler 

Kelsa Stauffer & Laura Lowry 

Grace Johnson/Debb Epps 

 

 

 

 
 

November 16 9:30  
Ushers 
Greeters 
Candle Lighters: 
Child Care: 

Brad & Mari Wildeman 

Dwight & Caryn Siebler 

Madelyn Uryasz & Trent Boyer 

Grace Johnson /Jamie Hestermann 

 

 
 

November 23 9:00  
Ushers 
Greeters 
Candle Lighters: 
Child Care: 

Brad & Mari Wildeman 

Dwight & Caryn Siebler 

Eiron Kirlin & Sierra Athow 

Grace Johnson/Haley Samuelson 

 

 

 
 

November 30 9:30  
Ushers 
Greeters 
Candle Lighters 
Child Care: 

Brad & Mari Wildeman 

Dwight & Caryn Siebler 

Austyn Drake & Andrew Allen 

Grace Johnson/Anna Vandenburg 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
             If you are unable to make your scheduled time, we ask that you please find your own replacements. 
                                         Julie Ray:  Ushers & Greeters (916-9179) 
      Carol Doolittle:  Candle Lighters (332-4145) 
 
 
 



 
  
  


