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GRETNA UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH is a 
community of Christian faith 
where God’s family grows 
together through:  
*genuine CONNECTION 
*inspiring WORSHIP 
*meaningful SERVICE  
*Christ-Centered EDUCATION 
and ACTIVITIES 

From Your Pastor 
Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
As we step into this new year, I want to challenge our GUMC family to dedicate 
yourselves and this brand new year of 2026 to magnify, glorify, and honor God—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every 
spiritual blessing from Heaven and Earth through Jesus Christ. 
Take a moment to pause and reflect on how God has been so good and faithful in all 
things. Here's my invitation to You in 2026: 
Keep God's Word in your heart and let it guide your decisions. 
Spend genuine time with the Heavenly Father in prayer, building that intimate 
relationship. 
Intentionally start each day with a positive attitude and a fresh commitment to 
follow Jesus. 
Seek the guidance and wisdom of the Holy Spirit, inviting Him into your daily 
journey. 
Live out your life with God's love and be generous in whatever form that takes in 
2026. 
My challenge to You in 2026: 
Love God truly. 
Love Others deeply. 
Serve God with all your heart. 
Serve Others with your love. 
Live like Jesus whatever you do, wherever you go, & whoever you encounter. 
This brand new year, I personally want to know more about Jesus and turn my 
attention to the LORD in my life and ministry. I also want to be more intentional 
about spending time with the Holy Spirit, who is the Joy-giver and Life-changer. I 
encourage all of you to get to know Jesus more deeply and pay closer attention to His 
presence in your life. Will you please promise me to do this in the new year? 
I pray this brand new year will bring abundant blessings to you and your loved ones. 
From the bottom of my heart, I want to express my deepest gratitude and love for 
your incredible support and generous heart in 2025. I have seen God work 
tremendously through your generosity this past year, and I'm certain that God has 
much more in store for GUMC and all of you in the year to come. Thank you once 
again for bringing hope to the world and sharing the love of Jesus in the Gretna 
community! As we embrace and embark on this journey into a new year, let us 
humbly walk together in love and peace. Let us approach it with hearts overflowing 
with gratitude, taking time to reflect on the abundant blessings bestowed upon us by 
our gracious and faithful God. As we journey with Jesus in 2026, we will face 
challenges, fears, and uncertainties. However, we can put our entire trust in the 
LORD and believe in God's plans for our future. When we remember and believe 
God's faithfulness as an anchor of assurance from the past, we're reminded that 
God's plans for all of us are filled with hope, peace, joy, and goodness. Friends, let us 
walk together in peace and continue to do what God has called us to do with 
confidence and love in 2026. 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ! - Ephesians 1:3 

See you in worship! 
Rev. Michael Park 

NEWS FROM  
THE HEART 

http://www.missouririverdistrict.org


Miscellaneous Information 



Missions Opportunities 

Volunteer Opportunities  

Please also let Carol Doolittle know 
if you are interested in leading a  
 Scripture reading on a Sunday.  



Women’s Bible Study 

 

The Women’s Bible study will be doing Abide: A Study of 1, 2, 
and 3 John by Jen Wilkin for our next study. It is a 10 week 
study. Our study meets either Tuesday evenings from 7:00-8:30 
pm or Wednesday mornings from 9:15-11:00 am in the library. 
Each participant should choose one of the sessions to attend 
each week but is welcome to switch sessions as needed. Our 
study is open to all women of the area, you do not have to be a 
member of our congregation to participate. 

 
From the publisher: How can we hold onto assurance of our 
faith? How can we discern the truth from a lie? How can we 
know God loves us? In these three short letters, the apostle John 
reminds an early church facing division, deception, and doubt to 
hold fast to what they know and to live like they believe it. And 
he reminds us, as well.  

In this 10-session Bible study on the letters of 1, 2, and 
3, John, Jen Wilkin helps you see how two thousand 
years later, his words call to Christians in similar chal-
lenges to recall a great salvation and to abide in the 
truth.  

If you are interested in joining us or have any questions, please contact 
Joann Berggren at j.berggren96@gmail.com or 402-660-5136. Books 
will be available for purchase at the first session.  

mailto:j.berggren96@gmail.com


 Thank You’s 



Thank you to everyone that provided a 
Beautiful Poinsettia for the sanctuary! 

More Thank You’s 



             Reminder  

 Midweek/Study Nights/Youth Group 



The Memorials that Helped Beautify our 
Church 



GUMC Memories 



2026  January 2026 
Sunday Schedule 

 

9:30am Worship 

Sunday School Grades K-12 

10:30 am Fellowship                 

5:30-7pm Youth Group 

    

Sun Mon Tues Wed  Thurs Fri  Sat 

December 28 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 29 
 
 

December 30 December 31 
 
 

1 
 
Happy New Year’s 
Office Closed 

2 
 
Office Closed 

3 
 

4 
 
Youth Group 
5:30-7pm 

5 
 
Bells 7-8pm 

6 7 
 
Advent Night 
5:30-7pm 

8 
 

9 10 

11 
 
Youth Group 
5:30-7pm 
 
 

12 
 
Bells 7-8pm 

13 14 
 
Advent Night 
5:30-7pm 

15 
 
Gretna Public 
Library Event 
4-8pm 

16 17 

18 
 
Boomers Event 
5pm 
 
Youth Group 
5:30-7pm 

19 
 
Bells 7-8pm 

20 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study 7-8:30pm 

21 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study  
9:30-11:30am 

22 23 
 

24 
 

25 
 
Youth Sunday 

26 
 
Bells 7-8pm 

27 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study 7-8:30pm 

28 
 
Women’s Bible 
Study  
9:30-11:30am 

 
Advent Night 
5:30-7pm 

29 30 
 

31 

Wednesday Schedule: 

5:30-7pm Midweek / 

Advent Night 

Thursday Schedule: 

 
 

 

 

Tuesday Schedule: 

6:30am Men’s Group at Billy’s Café  

 

 

   



Communion Servers  
January 4                

Vicki Lyons 
Joan Smith 
Brenda Bland 
Randy Lyons 

 

Sunday services are being  streamed 
live  

January 4 
Ushers: 
Greeters: 
Sound: 
Computer: 
Attendance Takers: 
Acolytes: 

 
Denny & Pam Piper 
Duane & Sue Stingley 
Jay Samuelson 
John Hampton 
Sheri Farrar & Gena Fuller 
Kyler Herboldsheimer  

January 11 
Ushers: 
Greeters: 
Sound: 
Computer: 
Attendance Takers: 
Acolytes: 

 

Cindy & Tom Walsh 
Ardis Enstrom & Shirley Welty 
Denise Ott 
Chris Ott 
Sheri Farrar & Lara Herboldsheimer 
Sebastian Wehrly 

January 18 
Ushers: 
Greeters: 
Sound: 
Computer: 
Attendance Takers: 
Acolytes: 

 

Chris & Dennis Ott 
Karen Zoerb & Linda Barris 
Dennis Owen 
Lenny VerMaas 
Tricia Brewer & Gena Fuller 
Max Miller 

January 25 
Ushers: 
Greeters: 
Sound: 
Computer: 
Attendance Takers: 
Acolytes: 

 

Denny & Pam Piper 
Bryan & Jona VanDeun 
John Hampton 
Bob Miles 
Sheri Farrar & Gena Fuller 
Leighton Froehlich 

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

Hospitality Clean-Up for January 

 Nurture 
And if you are not on another committee, 

Last names beginning with A, B, C or D 

Hospitality Set-Up for January 
 

January 4–   Siebels 
January 11– Borings 
January 18– Farrar 
January 25-  Shelburnes 

16.  Chris Burbach 
18.  Evan Lyons 
        Eric Berggren 
23.  Ardis Enstrom 
25.  Rex Filmer 
26.  Deb Owen 
        Mark McKain 
27.  Todd Martindale 
29.  Cory Livingston 
31.  Kalista Berggren 

January 
Anniversaries 

 
18. Brad & Dannette Luthi 
22. Gary & Kathy Boring 
 

2.   Madi Warren 
3.   Jacy VerMaas 
4.   Carly Donahoo 
7.   Carter Hampton 
8.   LaVerne Potter 
       Teague Lottman 
       Pam Piper 
12. Elijah Livingston 
        Sally McClellan 
13. Trent Fuller        

January 
Birthdays 

Readings of the Scripture 
January 4–   Linda Noble 
January 11– Jay Samuelson 
January 18– Michelle Wehrly 
January 25-  Brenda Bland 

Volunteering: 
 
Chancel Guild volunteers are an important part of the worship service. The volun-
teers change the parament colors for the week, change the candles on the altar and 
the memorial candle. 
They also set up communion for the first Sunday of each month.   
Would you be interested in helping for a month or two during the year?  No meetings 
to attend.  Contact: Carol Doolittle @ (402) 657-1184, nanadoo3@gmail.com  

 January Holy Communion 

 Gretna Neighbors 


