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From Your Pastor
Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ!
As we step into this new year, | want to challenge our GUMC family to dedicate
yourselves and this brand new year of 2026 to magnify, glorify, and honor God—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every
spiritual blessing from Heaven and Earth through Jesus Christ.
Take a moment to pause and reflect on how God has been so good and faithful in all
things. Here's my invitation to You in 2026:
Keep God's Word in your heart and let it guide your decisions.
Spend genuine time with the Heavenly Father in prayer, building that intimate
relationship.
Intentionally start each day with a positive attitude and a fresh commitment to
follow Jesus.
Seek the guidance and wisdom of the Holy Spirit, inviting Him into your daily
journey.
Live out your life with God's love and be generous in whatever form that takes in
2026.
My challenge to You in 2026:
Love God truly.
Love Others deeply.
Serve God with all your heart.
Serve Others with your love.
Live like Jesus whatever you do, wherever you go, & whoever you encounter.
This brand new year, [ personally want to know more about Jesus and turn my
attention to the LORD in my life and ministry. [ also want to be more intentional
about spending time with the Holy Spirit, who is the Joy-giver and Life-changer. I
encourage all of you to get to know Jesus more deeply and pay closer attention to His
presence in your life. Will you please promise me to do this in the new year?
[ pray this brand new year will bring abundant blessings to you and your loved ones.
From the bottom of my heart, [ want to express my deepest gratitude and love for
your incredible support and generous heart in 2025. I have seen God work
tremendously through your generosity this past year, and I'm certain that God has
much more in store for GUMC and all of you in the year to come. Thank you once
again for bringing hope to the world and sharing the love of Jesus in the Gretna
community! As we embrace and embark on this journey into a new year, let us
humbly walk together in love and peace. Let us approach it with hearts overflowing
with gratitude, taking time to reflect on the abundant blessings bestowed upon us by
our gracious and faithful God. As we journey with Jesus in 2026, we will face
challenges, fears, and uncertainties. However, we can put our entire trust in the
LORD and believe in God's plans for our future. When we remember and believe
God's faithfulness as an anchor of assurance from the past, we're reminded that
God's plans for all of us are filled with hope, peace, joy, and goodness. Friends, let us
walk together in peace and continue to do what God has called us to do with
confidence and love in 2026.
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ! - Ephesians 1:3

See you in worship!
Rev. Michael Park


http://www.missouririverdistrict.org

Miscellaneous Information

JANUARY 18 @ 5PM

POTLUCK DINNER

CONTACT CAROL DOOLITTLE WITH ANY
QUESTIONS @ NANADOO3@GMAIL.COM
OR 402-657-1184

o

Coming up in January at

Gretna
Public Library

Puzzle Race

Saturday, January 17th | 1:00 - 3:00

Compete in teams to finish a 500-piece puzzle in 2 hours or
less! Register online as a group of 2-4 people or by yourself.
Puzzles provided by Wayne Public Library.

Thursday, January 22nd | 3:30 - 5:00
Drop in and play some videos games, including Jackbox Party
Games, MarioKart, Overcooked and more.

Bxplore Outer

Friday, January 23rd | 5:00 - 6:30

Explore the science of our amazing universe through hands-
on activities! Kids in Grades K-5 are invited to drop in
anytime,

Seed Share

Saturday, January 31st | 1:00 - 3:00

Get a jump start on your spring garden by picking up and
swapping seeds with other local gardeners. Visit with guest
experts from the Nebraska Extension Office, Nebraska
Game and Parks, and Whispering Roots.

And so much more!
Check out more events on the
library calendar by scanning

the QR Code! q
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QUTER SPACE

January 23
5:00-6:30
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SEED SHARE
Main Library

Mecting Room
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PRAYER CHAIN

IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU
WOULD LIKE SHARED WITH THE PRAYER
CHAIN, CONTACT JAN SPURGEON AT
402-332-3088 OR
JANSPURGEON23@GMAIL.COM OR
CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE AT
OFFICE@GRETNAUMC.COM. YOU CAN
ALSO ADD THEM TO THE STREAMING ON
SUNDAY AND INDICATE THAT YOU WANT
THE REQUEST TO((:JO OUT TO THE PRAYER
HAIN.

IF YOU WISH TO BECOME A PART OF THE
PRAYER TEAM, PLEASE PUT YOUR
CONTACT INFORMATION ON YOUR
REQUEST OR CONTACT JAN OR THE

OFFICE.

e
POWER OF PRAYER \"

toyzone

THE TOY ZONE IS AVAILABLE DURING SERVICE ON SUNDAY
MORNINGS FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS.



Missions Opportunities

Heartland Hope Food
Pantry Donations

Thank you so much for your continued generosity to
meet the needs of the Heartland

Hope Mission Food Pantry each and every time we
ask. The current needs are the following:

Pasta sauce

Sides like Mac & Cheese or

Hamburger Helper

Cereal

Canned fruit

Canned corn

Full size hygiene products such as shampoo,
conditioner, body wash, toothpaste, deodorant
and dish soap.

If anyone is interested in serving at the food
pantry on Tuesday evenings, Thursday
afternoons or Saturday mornings, please
contact Sheri Farrar 402-598-9022. Several of
us go on Thursday afternoons and we'd be
happy to show you how it all works.

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY
107 Cort Plaza, Gretna NE 68028

(West side of Highway 6/31, in the strip mall beside Casey's gas station)
FIRST AND THIRD SATURDAY MORNINGS OF EACH MONTH
9AM -11 AM
SECOND WEDNESDAY EVENING OF EACH MONTH 6PM-7PM
OPEN TO ALL RESIDENTS THAT HAVE LIVED IN THE GRETNA
SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR | MONTH. ID AND PROOF OF CURRENT
ADDRESS REQUIRED AT EACH VISIT.

Scan Below For Cash Donations
Most needed items-

Canned Corn, Beef Soups, Chicken Soups, Cream Soups &
Canned Fruit!

Volunteer Opportunities

1
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HELPING
OUT ON SUNDAY MORNINGS? TO
VOLUNTEER TO BE AN USHER,
GREETER, ATTENDANCE TAKER
OR WORK THE SOUND AND
COMPUTER. PLEASE CONTACT
JAN OR DENNIS SPURGEON.
(CONTACT INFORMATION BELOW,)

¢
+

[F YOU WOULD BE INTERESTED
IN SERVING COMMUNION
3 OR 4 TIMES A YEAR PLEASE
CONTACT:

CAROL DOOLITTLE
402.657.1184
NANADOO3@GMAIL.COM

Please also let Carol Doolittle know
if you are interested in leading a
Scripture reading on a Sunday.




Women'’'s Bible Study

The Women'’s Bible study will be doing Abide: A Study of 1, 2,
and 3 John by Jen Wilkin for our next study. It is a 10 week
study. Our study meets either Tuesday evenings from 7:00-8:30
pm or Wednesday mornings from 9:15-11:00 am in the library.
Each participant should choose one of the sessions to attend
each week but is welcome to switch sessions as needed. Our
study is open to all women of the area, you do not have to be a
member of our congregation to participate.

From the publisher: How can we hold onto assurance of our
faith? How can we discern the truth from a lie? How can we
know God loves us? In these three short letters, the apostle John
reminds an early church facing division, deception, and doubt to
hold fast to what they know and to live like they believe it. And
he reminds us, as well.

In this 10-session Bible study on the letters of 1, 2, and
3, John, Jen Wilkin helps you see how two thousand
years later, his words call to Christians in similar chal-
lenges to recall a great salvation and to abide in the
truth.

If you are interested in joining us or have any questions, please contact
Joann Berggren at j.berggren96 @gmail.com or 402-660-5136. Books
will be available for purchase at the first session.



mailto:j.berggren96@gmail.com

Thank You's

Hemmorial’ s Glar eawtify
Owut Sanctuaty

e OUTDOOR NATIVITY- DOUG ZOERB

e CRECHE DESIGNED BY CHARLIE
BREWER & JOE VERBEEK

e CRECHE BUILT BY CHARLIE BREWER &

JOE VERBEEK WITH ASSISTANCE FROM
DAVE ZELENY & TOM DOOLITTLE
HOPE, PEACE & LOVE BANNER-
CHARLIE BREWER

BLUE ALTAR AND PULPIT CLOTHS-
DEAN BRUGGERMAN

OUR SAVIOR IS BORN BANNER- FRED
MAYER

INDOOR NATIVITY- GLADYS RHOADES
ADVENT CANDLE WREATH- HAROLD
RHOADES & HAL RHOADES JR.

e CHRISTMAS TREE IN SANCTUARY-
SHIRLEY PETERSON

THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT
DONATED!



More Thank You's

TO CHARLES & MELODY
CEJKA FOR HELPING
WITH THE OUTSIDE

MARQUEE!
APPRECIATE IT TONS!

Thahk you to everyone that provided a
Beautiful Poinsettia for the sanhctuary!



Midweek/Study Nights/Youth Group

@lN VS FOR GUMC

YOUTH
GROUP

— JANDARY 4TH FROM 550-#PM
— JANUVARY TTH FrRoM 550-#PM

— JANUVARY 18TH FrRoM 550-#FPM

"NOTE TME. & DATE. CHANGES FOR JANUARY

Reminder |

l \

-

JOIN US FOR
MID-WEEK NIGHT!
WEDNESDAYS.
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 10TH.
MEET FOR DINNER, WHOLE
GROUP WORSHIP AND ALSO

GATHER TOGETHER IN
SMALLER GROUPS.

\

Fun for everyone!
\_ . o

GUMC



The Memorials that Helped Beautify our
Church
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GUMC Memories




2026 January 2026

Sunday Schedule

9:30am Worship
Sunday School Grades K-12

10:30 am Fellowship
5:30-7pm Youth Group

Tuesday Schedule:
6:30am Men's Group at Billy’s Café

Wednesday Schedule:

5:30-7pm Midweek /
Advent Night
Thursday Schedule:

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
December 28 December 29 December 30 December 31 1 2 3
Happy New Year’s Office Closed
Office Closed
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Youth Group Bells 7-8pm Advent Night
5:30-7pm 5:30-7pm
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Youth Group Bells 7-8pm Advent Night Gretna Public
5:30-7pm 5:30-7pm Library Event
4-8pm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Boomers Event Bells 7-8pm Women’s Bible Women’s Bible
S5pm Study 7-8:30pm Study
9:30-11:30am
Youth Group
5:30-7pm
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Youth Sunday Bells 7-8pm Women’s Bible Women’s Bible
Study 7-8:30pm Study
9:30-11:30am
Advent Night
5:30-7pm




By \"{v” : January January
.&' Birthdays Anniversaries
\ : 2. Madi Warren 16. Chris Burbach 18. Brad & Dannette Luthi
1/ " 3. Jacy VerMaas 18. Evan Lyons 22. Gary & Kathy Boring
' Ky, 4. Carly Donahoo Eric Berggren
mR DAY 7. Carter Hampton 23. Ardis Enstrom —
70 YoU! 8. LaVerne Potter 25. Rex Filmer &
Teague Lottman 26. Deb Owen - "\
, Pam Piper Mark McKain | 2 by
! 12. Elijah Livingston 27. Todd Martindale
' . Sally McClellan 29. Cory Livingston
’ \m 13. Trent Fuller 31. Kalista Berggren ANNIVERSARY <
!/' L/i
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
January 4 . Readings of the Scripture
Ushers: Denny & Pam P.lper January 4- Linda Noble
Greeters: Duane & Sue Stingley
Sound: Jay Samuelson January 11- Jay Samuelson
Computer: John Hampton January 18- Michelle Wehrly
Attendance Takers: Sheri Farrar & Gena Fuller January 25- Brenda Bland
Acolytes: Kyler Herboldsheimer
January 11
Ushers: Cindy & Tom Walsh -
Greeters: Ardis Enstrom & Shirley Welty Communion Servers
Sound: Denise Ott Mﬂ
Computer: Chris Ott Vicki Ly(.)ns
Attendance Takers: Sheri Farrar & Lara Herboldsheimer Joan Smith
Acolytes: Sebastian Wehrly Brenda Bland
January 18 Randy Lyons
Ushers: Chris & Dennis Ott
Greeters: Karen Zoerb & Linda Barris
Sound: Dennis Owen January Holy Communion
Computer: Lenny VerMaas Gretna NEigthI'S
Attendance Takers: Tricia Brewer & Gena Fuller
Acolytes: Max Miller
January 25 .
Ushers: Denny & Pam Piper Hospitality Set-Up for January
(S}reetgzrs: Frgar;l& ]or;a VanDeun January 4- Siebels
ound: ohn Hampton :
Computer: Bob Miles January 11- Borings
Attendance Takers: Sheri Farrar & Gena Fuller January 18- Farrar
Acolytes: Leighton Froehlich January 25- Shelburnes
Hospitality Clean-Up for January
Nurture
Volunteering: And if you are not on another committee,
Last names beginning with A, B, Cor D
Chancel Guild volunteers are an important part of the worship service. The volun-

teers change the parament colors for the week, change the candles on the altar and

the memorial candle.

They also set up communion for the first Sunday of each month. r
S

Would you be interested in helping for a month or two during the year? No meetings
to attend. Contact: Carol Doolittle @ (402) 657-1184, nanadoo3@gmail.com

live

h ] I ] I ] I ] I

unday services are being streamed



