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From Your Pastor

Many people asked me about #BeUMC Award | received during the Annual
Conference. Here is what it is!

The Great Plains Annual Conference, in partnership with United Methodist
Communications, is pleased to announce the launch of the #BeUMC Awards
— a new opportunity to honor and celebrate outstanding faithfulness across
our conference during the upcoming Annual Conference session. The
#BeUMC Awards recognize individuals and congregations who embody our
shared United Methodist vision to love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead
courageously. These awards highlight lives and ministries that reflect the
mission of The United Methodist Church: to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world.

Each year, every Annual Conference is invited to present three #BeUMC
Awards:

¢ One award to an outstanding layperson
¢ One award to an outstanding clergy member
e One award to an outstanding congregation

Award recipients should demonstrate faithfulness, leadership, and impact
that reflect both the mission of the Church and the values central to the
United Methodist vision. All clergy, laity, and congregations within the Great
Plains Annual Conference are encouraged to participate by submitting
nominations. This is a meaningful opportunity to lift up stories of faith,
service, and leadership that inspire the wider connection and bear witness to
what it means to #BeUMC today.

During the Annual Conference, | was honored to be presented the new
#BeUMC Award (Outstanding Clergy Member of the Conference). Such a
great honor, blessing, and joy to be recognized with this beautiful award!

Thanks be to God!!
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#BeUMC

Rev. Michael Park
Gretna UMC
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Miscellaneous Information & Volunteer Opportunities

New Acolytes (Candle Lighters),

Any youth in 4th - 8th grade are eligible to
light candles on Sundays during our worship
service. If your child is in 4th through 8th
grade and would like to join the candle
lighter program, please contact me by phone
or e-mail listed below.

A schedule is sent out for a three-month
eriod. The volunteer youth are scheduled
or three or four times during that three (3)
month period. Your child needs to be at the

church and ready 10 minutes before the
service begins so we know they are there.

We will have a short practice for new candle
lighters (20-25 minutes) at the church on
Tuesday, August 11th at 6:30. The
elementary open house is Monday, August
10th per the Superintendent'’s office. If your
child is currently a candle lighter, he/she will
remain on the schedule until | hear otherwise
from you. Current candle lighters do not
attend the practice session.

| will need a reply from any new candle
lighters if you are interested in candle
lighting by August 1st as | need to make the
new schedule for September - November
and have it ready for the newsletter. Also, |
need to know if your child can attend
practice if he/she is new to the program.

Please reply to me and not to the church
office.

Thank you,
Carol Doolittle

nanaooS%gmail.com
402-657-1184

BILLY'S CAFE
FOURTH THURSDAY OF
THE MONTH THROUGH

OCTOBER
9AM

We will hosting the annual
Gretna Days Ice Cream Social
at our church on Sunday, July
26 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. This is

an excellent outreach event
for our community. As always,
we will need volunteers to
provide ice cream, pies,
cookies, and desserts. We will
also need volunteers to work
at the event. In July we will
have sign up sheets in
Fellowship Hall.

—————— e

If you have any questions or

would like to help, please reach
out to Eric Berggren at 312-
497-9126 or
e.berggren96@gmail.com.

PRAYER CHAIN

IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU
WOULD LIKE SHARED WITH THE PRAYER
CHAIN, CONTACT JAN SPURGEON AT
402-332-3088 OR
JANSPURGEON23@GMAIL.COM OR
CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE AT
OFFICE@GRETNAUMC.COM. YOU CAN
ALSO ADD THEM TO THE STREAMING ON
SUNDAY AND INDICATE THAT YOU WANT
THE REQUEST TO GO OUT TO THE PRAYER
CHAIN.

IF YOU WISH TO BECOME A PART OF THE
PRAYER TEAM, PLEASE PUT YOUR
CONTACT INFORMATION ON YOUR
REQUEST OR CONTACT JAN OR THE

OFFICE.

*
POWER OF PRAYER \ﬁl

toyzone

THE TOY ZONE IS AVAILABLE DURING SERVICE ON SUNDAY
MORNINGS FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS.




Missions Opportunities

Heartland Hope Food
Pantry Donations

Thank you so much for your continued generosity to
meet the needs of the Heartland

Hope Mission Food Pantry each and every time we
ask. The current needs are the following:

Pasta sauce

Sides like Mac & Cheese or

Hamburger Helper

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY

107 Cort Plaza, Gretna NE 68028
Cereal
Canned fruit (West side of Highway 6/31, in the strip mall beside Casey's gas station)
¢ e FIRST AND THIRD snum _L;IIOAI;ANINGS OF EACH MONTH
Full size hygiene products such as shampoo, SECOND WEDNESDAY EVENING OF EACH MONTH 6PM-7PM
conditioner, body wash, toothpaste, deodorant OPEN TO ALL RESIDENTS THAT HAVE LIVED IN THE GRETNA
and dish 56 SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR 1 MONTH. ID AND PROOF OF CURRENT

> ap ) ) ADDRESS REQUIRED AT EACH VISIT.
If anyone is interested in serving at the food Scan Below For Cash Donations
: Most needed items-

pantry on Tuesday evemngs,. Thursday Genned Copn; Beet Soiis. Cliaknm S, Creant Soupa &
afternoons or Saturday mornings, please Canned Fruit!

contact Sheri Farrar 402-598-9022. Several of
us go on Thursday afternoons and we'd be
happy to show you how it all works.

Volunteer Opportunities

+t
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HELPING
OUT ON SUNDAY MORNINGS?
VOLUNTEER TO BE AN USHER.

i in? GREETER. ATTENDANCE TAKER
What is a meal train? RRETRIL ATFENDANCE FAKE

iy . N N . COMPUTER. IF WILLING TO HELP,
A meal train is an organized system where friends, family, or community PLEASE CONTACT THE

members coerdinate to provide home-cooked or delivered meals to someone SPURGEONS.

in need, such as surgery, iliness, or bereavement. It uses a shared calendar to CALL/TEXT, 402-290-4857 OR
ensure a steady, non-duplicated flow of food, helping recipients manage SEND AN EMAIL TO

daily life during stressful times, JANSPURGEON23aGMAIL.COM.

If you are in need of assistance with meals please call/text Ellen Burgeson
@ 402-740-6851 or send an email to eburgeson@msn.com
CONTACT:

Please contact Ellen if you are also interested in volunteering (
to prepare a meal for someone in need.
CAROL DOOLITTLE

BLESS THE BADGE 402.657.1184
SNACK DONATION REQUEST - NANADOO3@GMAIL.COM

WE ARE CURRENTLY RUNNING LOW
ON SNACK DONATIONS FOR OUR
BLESS THE BADGE PROGRAM. IF YOU

ARE ABLE TO HELP, PLEASE BRING %‘}

SNACK DONATIONS TO THE

CHURCH.
YOUR GENEROSITY IS GREATLY APPRECIATED AND
MAKES A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE FOR THIS

AMAZING CAUSE, THANK YOU FOR YOUR Please also let Carol Doolittle know
if you are interested in leading a
Scripture reading on a Sunday.




Miscellaneous Information & Thank you'’s

@.N US FoR duic ! } .
YOUTH JOIN US FOR
GROUP MID-WEEK NIGHT!

WEDNESDAYS,
5:30-7PM
ENJoY YOUR SUMMER/ MEET FOR DINNER, WHoLE aRoU?
PDETAILS FoR FUTURE. YoUTH | Elk for el Y,
GRoOUP To coME. T

THANK YOU TO MY CHURCH
FAMILY FOR ALL THE
BIRTHDAY CARDS! THEY
MADE MY 99TH BIRTHDAY
VERY SPECIAL. THANK YOU,
TOO FOR YOUR CONTINUING
PRAYERS. YOU ARE ALL
SUCH BLESSINGS.

JUNE DAVIS



Vacation Bible School

VBS

HTTPS://VBSPRO.EVENTS/P/DC401F

THE QR CODE AND LINK PROVIDED GIVE
INFORMATION ON VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL.
HERE YOU CAN FIND DATES, SIGN UP, ETC.
ALSO, ONLINE DONATIONS CANBE ACCEPTED
ON THE WEBSITE UNDER ONLINE GIVING WHEN
CHOOSING VBS.




These photos capture the evolution of the beautiful water feature that now welcomes
visitors to our church. From the first steps of construction to the finished project,
each stage reflects the dedication and effort that brought this vision to life.

This Water Feature is dedicated to our church in Memory Of:

Bill & Dee Dahlheim, Dick & Shirley Peterson, Dean Bruggeman, Marlene Snell &
Don McKibbin




2026 July 2026

Sunday Schedule
9:30am Worship

Sunday School Grades K-12
10:30 am Fellowship

Tuesday Schedule:
6:30am Men's Group at Billy’s Café

Wednesday Schedule:
5:30-7pm Midweek
Thursday Schedule:
Women'’s Coffee at Billy’s
every fourth Thursday of the

month
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
June 28 June 29 June 30 1 2 3 4
Midweek Night Independence Day!
5:30-7pm
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Midweek Night
5:30-7pm
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
|
VBS VBS VBS VBS Fellowship Hall In
6-7:45pm 6-7:45pm 6-7:45pm 6-7:45pm Use GPL 5-8pm
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Midweek Night Women’s Coffee @
5:30-7pm Billy’s 9am
26
27 28 29 30 31 August 1
Ice Cream Social Midweek Night
1-3pm 5:30-7pm
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BIRTHDAY

TO You!

July
Birthdays

2. Riley Swanson 13.

Danette Luthi
3. Brian Miller 15.
6. Les Marks 22.
7. Terry Smith 23.
8. Carter Hunter
9. Dana Steiner 24.
10. Josie Cihal 25.

Tara Stauffer 28.
11. Deanna Stickney

Kristi Mitchell 30.
12. Brenda Bland 31

Harriette Kaiser
Linda Baker
Tom Doolittle
Cindy Walsh
Diane Wilkey
Hannah Mak
Emily McKain
Donita Potter
Craig Hunter
Scott Shelburne
Diane Bruggeman
Luke McKain

July
Anniversaries

3. Cory & LeAnna Livingston
17. Andrew & Julie lodes
. Todd & Pennie Martindale
Nick & Emily Miesbach
21. Les & Nancy Marks
. Lyle & Cece Marquis
28. Steve & Diana Wilkey
29. Jay & Amber Samuelson
30. Lenny & Charlotte VerMaas
Ps R
2
e

ANNIVERSARY

e

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
Readings of the Scripture
July 5 July 5- Bryan Van Deun
Ushers: Denny & Pam Piper :
Greeters: Bryan & Jona Van Deun July 12— Michelle Wehrly
Sound: Neil Dawes July 19- Gary Boring
Computer: Dennis Spurgeon July 26- Deanna Stickney
Attendance Takers: Sheri Farrar & Gena Fuller
Acolytes: Josi Cihal Communion Servers
July 12 Joan Smith
Ushers: Tom & Cindy Walsh Brenda Bland
Greeters: Linda Barris & Ardis Enstrom Kathy Boring
Sound: Jay Samuelson Gary Boring
Computer: Lenny VerMaas
Attendance Takers: Sheri Farrar & Gena Fuller -
Acolytes: Sebastian Wehrly May Holy Communion
Sleep in Heavenly Peace
July 19
Ushers: Randy & Vicki Lyons
Greeters: Toam & Cindy Walsh Hospitality Set-Up for July
Sound: Denise Ott
Computer: Chris Ott July 5-  Spurgeons
Attendance Takers: Sheri Farrar & Tricia Brewer July 12- Barris
Acolytes: Max Miller July 19- Lyons
July 26 July 26- Cjeka
Ushers: Tom & Cindy Walsh
Greeters: Lara & Ryan Herboldsheimer
Sound: Dennis Owen Hospitality Clean-Up for July
Computer: Brenda Bland WOI‘Ship
Attendance Takers: g‘e_“ Ffrr}?_r & Gena Fuller And if you are not on another committee,
Acolytes: aire Luthi Last names beginning with A, B, C or D.
Volunteering: I n I n I n I n

]
ISunday services are being streamed

Chancel Guild volunteers are an important part of the worship service. The volun-

teers change the parament colors for the week, change the candles on the altar and

the memorial candle.

They also set up communion for the first Sunday of each month.

Would you be interested in helping for a month or two during the year? No meetings

to attend. Contact: Carol Doolittle @ (402) 657-1184, nanadoo3@gmail.com

on our Facebook Page. .

I Check out our Website & Facebook I

Page! .




