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9:30  Worship  
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8:30am—4:30pm 
 
Office:(402) 332-3213 
Fax:    (402) 332-2547 
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www.greatplainsumc.org 
 

 

Office Administrator 
Shannon Novacek 
office@gretnaumc.com 
 

Accompanist 
Jerri Niver 
 
 

GRETNA UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH is a 
community of Christian faith 
where God’s family grows 
together through:  
*genuine CONNECTION 
*inspiring WORSHIP 
*meaningful SERVICE  
*Christ-Centered EDUCATION 
and ACTIVITIES 

From Your Pastor 
 
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ! 
 
Every morning, before the noise of the day finds me, I pause. I 
breathe. I remember. I hold in my heart the ancient words of the 
Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition. And then, I let them 
become my own prayer before I take a single step into ministry or 
life. From the moment I surrendered my life to Jesus Christ — 
receiving Him as my Savior, my Lord, and my Redeemer — this 
prayer has guided, shaped, and walked with me. It has followed me 
into hospitals, into hard conversations, into seasons of joy, and into 
valleys of grief. Wherever I go, whoever I meet, whatever I face, these 
words rise like a quiet flame in my chest: Lord, I am yours. Use me 
today. “Here am I. Send me." Isaiah 6:8. Like Isaiah, who stood in the 
holy presence of God and offered himself completely, fully, and truly 
without condition. I have dared to pray the same prayer. I am yours, 
Lord. Use me. Send me. Even when it costs me something. That kind 
of prayer changes you slowly and deeply, like water shaping stone. 
Now, I want to be honest with you — because honesty is part of the 
covenant too. Within this beautiful prayer, there are two very 
different kinds of phrases. Some feel natural, others feel like a quiet 
test of everything I think I believe. 
 
THE EASIER PARTS 
Put me to doing… 
Let me be employed for you… 
Exalted for you… 
Let me be full… 
Let me have all things. 
 
THE HARDER PARTS 
Put me to suffering… 
Let me be laid aside for you… 
Brought low for you… 
Let me be empty… 
Let me have nothing. 
 

NEWS FROM  
THE HEART 

http://www.missouririverdistrict.org


If I am truly honest, the first one comes easily to my lips. The second one? It takes something from me 
each time I say it. To pray "let me be empty" — that asks something deep. To pray "let me have noth-
ing" which is a surrender of the self that doesn't happen in a moment. It is a daily choice. Some morn-
ings, a costly one. 
Which side feels natural to you — and which side feels like it asks too much? Where are you in your 
spiritual journey right now? Friends, I don't know exactly where you are standing today. Some of you 
may find the easy parts difficult — perhaps life has been hard enough that even hoping for blessing 
feels like a risk. Some of you may sit uncomfortably close to the harder phrases — you are walking 
through pain, suffering, and challenge right now, whether you chose it or not. And some of you may 
still be deciding if this prayer — if any prayer — has anything to do with the life you are actually liv-
ing in this post-Christian, post-COVID, post-disaffiliation world. I see you. Wherever you are, I see 
you. And so does God. 
 
But here is what I want to say to you as your pastor, your spiritual companion, & your fellow pilgrim 
on this road: Don't just pray the comfortable half. The Covenant Prayer was never meant to be a 
menu from which we choose only what satisfies us. It is a whole prayer — and it is in the wholeness 
that transformation happens. The easy parts teach us to receive grace with open hands. The hard 
parts teach us to trust God even when our hands are empty. Both halves together form the shape of a 
life fully surrendered to God. And a life like that — even a messy, imperfect, still-figuring-it-out life 
like yours and mine — is a life God can use in ways we cannot imagine. 
 
Therefore, I gently, kindly, and lovingly encourage you: this year, let this prayer find its way into your 
mornings. Say the easy parts with gratitude. Say the hard parts with courage. And say all of it know-
ing that the God who called Isaiah is the same God who calls you today — by name, with purpose, 
with love that will not let you go. May your life be fully and beautifully poured out for God's kingdom 
— not because it is painless, but because it is His. And may you walk each day with Jesus Christ, who 
walked the hardest road of all, so that you would never have to walk alone. 
 
Wesley’s Covenant Prayer - Original Version 
I am no longer my own, but thine. 
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be employed for thee or laid aside for thee, 
exalted for thee or brought low for thee. 
Let me be full, let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 
I freely and heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal. 
And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
thou art mine, and I am thine. 
So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made on earth, 
let it be ratified in heaven. 
Amen. 
 

See you in Worship! 
Rev. Michael Park 



Miscellaneous Information 



Miscellaneous Information 

 



Vacation Bible School 



Missions Opportunities 

Volunteer Opportunities  

Please also let Carol Doolittle know 
if you are interested in leading a  
 Scripture reading on a Sunday.  



             Reminder  

 Midweek/Study Nights/Youth Group 



GUMC Memories 



2026  May 2026 
Sunday Schedule 

 

9:30am Worship 

Sunday School Grades K-12 

10:30 am Fellowship                 

6-7:30pm Youth Group 

    

Sun Mon Tues Wed  Thurs Fri  Sat 

April 26 
 
 
 

April 27 
 
 

April 28 
 

April 29 
 
 
 
 

April 30 
 
 

1 
 

2 
 
Pastor Out of Town 

3 
 
Youth Group 
Breakfast 
 
Boomers Game Night 
5pm 

4 
 

5 
 
Pastor Out of Office 

6 
 
Pastor Out of Office 
 
 
 
Youth Group 
6-7:30pm 

7 
 
Pastor Out of Office 

8 
 

9 

10 
 
Women of Faith Day 
 

11 
 
SPRC Meeting 
6:30pm 

12 
 

13 
 
Midweek Night 
5:30-7pm 
 
Youth Group 
6-7:30pm 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 
Fellowship Hall In 
Use 11am-5pm 

17 
 
Youth Sunday 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 
Midweek Night  
5:30-7pm 
 
Youth Group 
6-7:30pm 

21 22 
 

23 
 

       

Wednesday Schedule: 

5:30-7pm Midweek  

 
 

 

 

Tuesday Schedule: 

6:30am Men’s Group at Billy’s Café  

 

 

   

24 
 
 
 
 

25 26 
 
Pastor Out of  
Town 
 
 
 

27 
 
Pastor Out of  
Town 

28 
 
Pastor Out of  
Town 
 
Women’s Coffee @ 
Billy’s  9am 
 

 29 
 
Pastor Out of  
Town 

 30 
 
Pastor Out of  
Town 

31 
 
Potluck after Service 



Communion Servers  

LaQuita McKibbin 
Lara Herboldsheimer 
Linda Noble 
Rich Noble 

 

Sunday services are being  streamed 
on our Facebook Page.  

 
Check out our Website & Facebook 

Page! 

May 3 
Ushers: 
Greeters: 
Sound: 
Computer: 
Attendance Takers: 
Acolytes: 

 
Tom & Cindy Walsh 
Charlotte VerMaas & Pam Piper 
Jay Samuelson 
Lenny VerMaas 
Sheri Farrar & Tricia Brewer 
Josie Cihal 

May 10 
Ushers: 
Greeters: 
Sound: 
Computer: 
Attendance Takers: 
Acolytes: 

 

Rich & Linda Noble 
Linda Barris & Ardis Enstrom 
Marcy Miles 
Bob Miles 
Sheri Farrar & Tricia Brewer 
Burke Wehrly 

May 17 
Ushers: 
Greeters: 
Sound: 
Computer: 
Attendance Takers: 
Acolytes: 

 

Youth 
Youth 
Neil Dawes 
Youth/ Dennis Spurgeon 
Sheri Farrar & Tom Walsh 
Josie Cihal 

May 24 
Ushers: 
Greeters: 
Sound: 
Computer: 
Attendance Takers: 
Acolytes: 
 
May 31 
Ushers: 
Greeters: 
Sound: 
Computer: 
Attendance Takers: 
Acolytes: 

 

Shirley Welty & Ardis Enstrom  
Bryan @ Jona Van Deun 
Dennis Owen 
Brad Wildeman 
Donita Potter & Dennis Spurgeon 
Leighton Froehlich  
 
 
Denny & Pam Piper 
Ardis Enstrom & Shirley Welty 
Dennis Spurgeon 
Brenda Bland 
Sheri Farrar & Tom Walsh 
Sebastian Wehrly 

VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

Hospitality Clean-Up for May 

 Finance 
And if you are not on another committee, 

Last names beginning with Q, R. S or T.  

Hospitality Set-Up for May 
 

May 3-    Youth Breakfast 
May 10– Barris 
May 17-  Cejka 
May 24-  Dawes 
May 31   Lyons 

19.  Sallyann Willet 
        Rhonda Carnell 
        Chuck Carnell 
20.  Gracie Fuller  
21.  Kirk McClellan 
22.  Ruby Lee 
23.  Finn Brennan 
 28. Jay Samuelson 
29.  Denise Ott 
31.  Sharon Kluge 

May 
Anniversaries 

 
4.   Colten & Katie Ransdell 
14. Calvin & Hannah Mak 
27. Aaron & Michelle Wehrly 
28. Ryan & Lara Herboldsheimer 
      

2.  Claire Luthi 
3.   Bob Miles 
      Maggie Miesbach 
      Mark Burbach 
9.   Tom Walsh 
       Lara Herboldsheimer 
11. Sue Stingley 
13. Brad  Stauffer 
       Trevor Stickney 
 

May 
Birthdays 

Readings of the Scripture 
May 3–   LaQuita McKibbin 
May 10– Tom Walsh 
May 17– Youth Sunday 
May 24– Joan Smith 
May 31– Bryan Van Deun 

Volunteering: 
 
Chancel Guild volunteers are an important part of the worship service. The volun-
teers change the parament colors for the week, change the candles on the altar and 
the memorial candle. 
They also set up communion for the first Sunday of each month.   
Would you be interested in helping for a month or two during the year?  No meetings 
to attend.  Contact: Carol Doolittle @ (402) 657-1184, nanadoo3@gmail.com  

 May Holy Communion 

 Epworth Family Resources 


