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From Your Pastor

Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ!

I love the cool weather that comes in early September. This summer was rough, hot,
dry, and unforgiving. The ground cracked under the heat. But as the season turns, the
air grows cooler, and the earth finally gets to rest before the leaves dry out, fall from the
trees (Of course) before winter sets in.

Then, gently, the rain returns. And something beautiful happens. The brown grass turns
green again. The dry, cracked ground becomes soft, renewed, and refreshed. That's the
beauty of nature and it's a picture of transformation in God’s creation.

Since | arrived at GUMC 14 months ago, | have been so thankful and blessed beyond
measure. Because as | look back over this past year, | can see it clearly now: the Holy
Spirit was there all along, sending the rain we needed. He turned our fear into joy. Even
in the hardest moments, God was refreshing and renewing our hearts. And as | look
ahead, | believe He'll keep pouring out that same life-giving rain guiding our church into
His will.

I'm so grateful we have been faithful, generous, gracious, and patient holding on to hope
as the church family. | know we're still living through a lot such as the climate change,
inflation, politics, war, racism, poverty, and economic uncertainty. It's no surprise so
many people feel anxious about what's next. But even when life feels dry, cracked, and
hopeless, we can choose to hold on to hope and trust in the Lord fully as we move
forward in ministry.

Why do we hold on to hope? Because our hope is Jesus Christ. He isn't optional. He's
essential to living life fully. | believe our future rests in His hands. He gives us the
wisdom, strength, and ability not just to hope for better days, but to live forever with Him.
Hope is here. That's why we don't have to be afraid. That's why we can be hopeful
people in Christ alone.

Even when we feel frustrated, discouraged, or worried, remember this: the Lord is still in
charge. He is good, righteous, and true. He is faithful, every hour of every day. He
knows all things, holds all power, and is always near. The world may feel upside down
right now, but God has not moved. He is still with us.

Sometimes we need the reminder: God is God, and we are not! When everything feels
chaotic, He is still working in ways deeper and wiser than we could ever imagine. He
has it all under control. Don't be afraid. God is opening doors for us to share the good
news of Jesus Christ, and to bring faith, hope, and healing to a hurting world through us
and our church.

Friends, God is with us. Hope is here. | will continue to pray that God will be opening
new doors to share the good news of Jesus and bring faith, hope, and healing to a
weary world in the future. May His peace fill you as you continue leading this church
forward.

"Those who trust in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar high on wings like
eagles. They will run and not grow weary. They will walk and not faint." — Isaiah 40:31

See you in worship!
Rev. Michael Park


http://www.missouririverdistrict.org

Miscellaneous Information & Volunteer Opportunities

New Acolytes (Candle Lighters),

Any youth in 4th - 8th grade are eligible to
light candles on Sundays during our worship
service. If your child is in 4th through 8th
grade and would like to join the candle
lighter program, please contact me by phone
or e-mail listed below.

A schedule is sent out for a three-month
eriod. The volunteer youth are scheduled
or three or four times during that three (3)
month period. Your child needs to be at the

church and ready 10 minutes before the
service begins so we know they are there.

We will have a short practice for new candle
lighters (20-25 minutes) at the church on
Tuesday, August 11th at 6:30. The
elementary open house is Monday, August
10th per the Superintendent’s office. If your
child is currently a candle IiPhter, he/she will
remain on the schedule until | hear otherwise
from you. Current candle lighters do not
attend the practice session.

| will need a reply from any new candle
lighters if you are interested in candle
lighting by August 1st as | need to make the
new schedule for September - November
and have it ready for the newsletter. Also, |
need to know if your child can attend
practice if he/she is new to the program.

Please reply to me and not to the church
office.

Thank you,
Carol Doolittle
nanaoo3(cgmail.com ﬁ

T doeermed 4

BILLY’'S CAFE
FOURTH THURSDAY OF
THE MONTH THROUGH

OCTOBER
9AM

PRAYER CHAIN

IF YOU HAVE A PRAYER REQUEST YOU
WOULD LIKE SHARED WITH THE PRAYER
CHAIN, CONTACT JAN SPURGEON AT
402-332-3088 OR
JANSPURGEON23@GMAIL.COM OR
CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE AT
QFFICE@GRETNAUMC.COM. YOU CAN
ALSO ADD THEM TO THE STREAMING ON
SUNDAY AND INDICATE THAT YOU WANT
THE REQUEST TO GO OUT TO THE PRAYER
CHAIN.

IF YOU WISH TO BECOME A PART OF THE
PRAYER TEAM, PLEASE PUT YOUR
CONTACT INFORMATION ON YOUR
REQUEST OR CONTACT JAN OR THE

OFFICE.
POWER OF PRAYER \Qﬂ
)Nl

toyzone

THE TOY ZONE IS AVAILABLE DURING SERVICE ON SUNDAY
MORNINGS FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS.



Missions Opportunities

Heartland Hope Food
Pantry Donations

Thank you so much for your continued generosity to
meet the needs of the Heartland

Hope Mission Food Pantry each and every time we
ask. The current needs are the following:

Pasta sauce

Sides like Mac & Cheese or

Hamburger Helper

GRETNA NEIGHBORS FOOD PANTRY

107 Cort Plaza, Gretna NE 68028
Cereal
Canned fruit (West side of Highway 6/31, in the strip mall beside Casey's gas station)
¢ e FIRST AND THIRD snum _L;IIOAI;ANINGS OF EACH MONTH
Full size hygiene products such as shampoo, SECOND WEDNESDAY EVENING OF EACH MONTH 6PM-7PM
conditioner, body wash, toothpaste, deodorant OPEN TO ALL RESIDENTS THAT HAVE LIVED IN THE GRETNA
and dish 56 SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR 1 MONTH. ID AND PROOF OF CURRENT

> ap ) ) ADDRESS REQUIRED AT EACH VISIT.
If anyone is interested in serving at the food Scan Below For Cash Donations
: Most needed items-

pantry on Tuesday evemngs,. Thursday Genned Copn; Beet Soiis. Cliaknm S, Creant Soupa &
afternoons or Saturday mornings, please Canned Fruit!

contact Sheri Farrar 402-598-9022. Several of
us go on Thursday afternoons and we'd be
happy to show you how it all works.

Volunteer Opportunities

+t
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN HELPING
OUT ON SUNDAY MORNINGS?
VOLUNTEER TO BE AN USHER.

i in? GREETER. ATTENDANCE TAKER
What is a meal train? RRETRIL ATFENDANCE FAKE

iy . N N . COMPUTER. IF WILLING TO HELP,
A meal train is an organized system where friends, family, or community PLEASE CONTACT THE

members coerdinate to provide home-cooked or delivered meals to someone SPURGEONS.

in need, such as surgery, iliness, or bereavement. It uses a shared calendar to CALL/TEXT, 402-290-4857 OR
ensure a steady, non-duplicated flow of food, helping recipients manage SEND AN EMAIL TO

daily life during stressful times, JANSPURGEON23aGMAIL.COM.

If you are in need of assistance with meals please call/text Ellen Burgeson
@ 402-740-6851 or send an email to eburgeson@msn.com
CONTACT:

Please contact Ellen if you are also interested in volunteering (
to prepare a meal for someone in need.
CAROL DOOLITTLE

BLESS THE BADGE 402.657.1184
SNACK DONATION REQUEST - NANADOO3@GMAIL.COM

WE ARE CURRENTLY RUNNING LOW
ON SNACK DONATIONS FOR OUR
BLESS THE BADGE PROGRAM. IF YOU

ARE ABLE TO HELP, PLEASE BRING %‘}

SNACK DONATIONS TO THE

CHURCH.
YOUR GENEROSITY IS GREATLY APPRECIATED AND
MAKES A MEANINGFUL DIFFERENCE FOR THIS

AMAZING CAUSE, THANK YOU FOR YOUR Please also let Carol Doolittle know
if you are interested in leading a
Scripture reading on a Sunday.




Miscellaneous Information

YOUTH  JOIN US FOR
GROUP o WENESDAYS,

5:30-7PM

ME—E—T'NG DATE—SI SEPTEMBER 2,9,16&30

MEET FOR DINNER, WHOLE GROUP
WORSHIP AND ALSO GATHER

Se)mlember 2,16 & 30 i vy
6-7-’30pm

(_IN THE PARK )
Sunday, September 27th

PETERSON PARK
apPm

POTLUCK STYLE PICNIC

QUESTIONS- CONATCT CAROL DOOLITTLE
402.657.1184
NANADOO3@GMAIL.COM




New Bibles & New Friends

Welcome! Ron & Amy Donelson



Bless the Backpacks




Good Friends & Good Memories

Dedicated to our Church

In Loving Memory of

Bill'& Dee Dahlheim

Marlene Snel|
Dick & Shirley Peterson

Dean Bruggeman
Don McKibbin




2026 September 2026

Sunday Schedule

9:30am Worship
Sunday School Grades K-12
10:30 am Fellowship

Tuesday Schedule:
6:30am Men's Group at Billy’s Café

Wednesday Schedule:
5:30-7pm Midweek

Thursday Schedule:
Women'’s Coffee at Billy’s
every fourth Thursday of the

month
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
August 30 August 31 1 2 3 4 5
Woman’s Bible Woman’s Bible Study
Study 7-8:30pm 9:15-11am
Midweek Night
6-7:30pm
Youth Group
6-7:30pm
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Woman’s Bible Woman’s Bible Study Fellowship Hall in
Study 7-8:30pm 9:15-11am Use GPL
10am-12pm
Midweek Night
6-7:30pm
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Woman’s Bible Woman’s Bible Study
Study 7-8:30pm 9:15-11am
Midweek Night
6-7:30pm
Youth Group
6-7:30pm
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Youth Sunday Woman’s Bible Woman’s Bible Study | Women’s Coffee @
Study 7-8:30pm 9:15-11am Billy’s Café 9am
Pastor out of town Pastor out of town Pastor out of town Pastor out of town Pastor out of town
for Residency for Residency JSor Residency for Residency for Residency
27 28 29
30 October 1 October 2 October 3
Ci ke & Ice C . It
Inul{;f:ti:n ce Tream Woman’s Bible Woman’s Bible Study
Study 7-8:30pm 9:15-11am
Midweek Night
6-7:30pm
Youth Group
6-7:30pm
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e ’{w e September September
'q" Birthdays Anniversaries
X ; « 1. Michaela Owen 25. Ellarie Owen 1. Travis & Jan Mayer

2. Cheryl Shelburne

26. Amber Samuelson

19. Jesse & Lindsey Cihal

/
B
. A7 Logan Lyons Nick Miesbach 28. Brad & Tara Stauffer
mR DAY } i ]I\B’Agtrfy MII{IeS " 27. Aaron Wehrly 7
10 You! - britlany tiampton 28. Steve Wilkey "?*‘
15. Alaina Stickney T
16. Gary Boring Tl-lcker.Swanson e
Sheri Farrar Rich Stickney PB/
N , 24. Carol Doolittle Ryan Herboldsheimer v
’ \m Ellen Burgeson 30. Ethel Filmer ANNIVERSAR;@
VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE
September 6 - -
Ushers: Randy & Vicki Lyons Readings of the Scripture
Greeters: Tom Walsh & Ardis Enstrom September 6- Deanna Stickney
Sound: Neil Dawes September 13-Michelle Wehrly
Computer: Dennis Spurgeon Sentember 20-Youth
Attendance Takers: Sheri Farrar & Donita Gena Fuller p .
Acolytes: Alaina Stickney September 27-Joan Smith
September 13
Ushers: Denny & Pam Piper C om S
Greeters: Vicki & Randy Lyons Ommunion S€rvers
Sound: Denise Ott Deanna. Stickney
Computer: Chris Ott LUk_e Stickney
Attendance Takers: Gena Fuller & Sheri Farrar Chris Ott
Acolytes: Paul Park & Sebastian Wehrly Denise Ott
September 20
Ushers: Youth September Holy Communion
Greeters: Youth P
Sound: Youth Open Door Mission
Computer: Youth
Attendance Takers: Youth Hospitality Set-Up for September
Acolytes: Paul Park September 6- Walshs
September 27 September 13- Lyons
Ushers: Bob & Joan Greenfield September 20- Farrar
Greeters: Ardis Enstrom & Shirley Welty September 27_ Dawes
Sound: Craig Hunter
Computer: Brenda bland
Attendance Takers: Gena Fuller & Lara Herboldsheimer
Acolytes: Josi Cihal & Ivy Cihal Hospitality Clean-Up for September
Trustees
And if you are not on another committee,
Last names beginning with [, ], K& L.
. ISunday services are being streamed
Volunteering:

. on our Facebook Page. .

Chancel Guild volunteers are an important part of the worship service. The volun-
teers change the parament colors for the week, change the candles on the altar and
the memorial candle.

They also set up communion for the first Sunday of each month.

Would you be interested in helping for a month or two during the year? No meetings
to attend. Contact: Carol Doolittle @ (402) 657-1184, nanadoo3@gmail.com

I Check out our Website & Facebook I

Page!




